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that the scapegoat is an institution widely known and con-
stantly used in India. The cat seems to be, comparatively
unnoticed by Indian credulity, though her squalling at night
boded ill to Thugs ; and it may be guessed that only in lands
where the great carnivora have been exterminated does she
keep up the last faint relics of primitive animal-worship.
With wild beasts that are a real plague and horror she has no
chance in competition for the honours of diablerie; but her
nocturnal wanderings, her noiseless motions, and her capacity
for sudden demoniac fierceness, distinguish her from other
domesticated 'anfmula; so that her uncanny reputation still
survives among the obscure pagan superstitions yet haunting
us under the name of witchcraft.

The worship of Things and creatures beneficial might be
classed apart from and after that of puzzling and menacing
things, dead or alive, because the idea of gratitude and of
boons attainable by propitiations seems" a step in advance of
the idea of averting ills. I have already alluded to the rever-
ence paid to fruitful trees*; and everyone knows that horned
cattle, the wealth of a simple society, are adored throughout
India. Oomte remarks .that this feeling has preserved certain
species of plants and animals through the ages when no owner-
ship existed to protect them; but after all they were really pre-
served by the universal appreciation of their value; and worship
was only the savage man's expression of his sense of that value,
combined with his ignorance of the laws which gave or with-
held it.

Next after Plants and Animals, in the order of progress from
the simple to the more complex notions might be placed the
grotesque practice of worshipping Implements, Utensils, and
generally the tools of the trade or craft by which one subsists*
Not only does the husbandman pray to his plough, the fisher
to his net,* the weaver to his loom ; but the* scribe adores his
pen, and the banker his account books. Each sets up the thing

* Compare Habakkuk, i 16," JThere-     Thugs, who nsed to worship the pick-
fore they sacrifice unto their net," &c.     axe which they carried for speedy
Of this custom, the most sensational     burial of their victims on the spot of
example was to he found among the     the murder.